T h e n e w e ng l a n d j o u r na l o f m e dic i n e n engl j med 367;25 nejm.org december 20, 2012 e37 A 45-year-old woman presented with a painless submucosal swelling on the right side of her tongue. The lesion had been growing insidiously for 5 years. Examination of the tongue revealed a nontender, soft, spherical mass on the right side of the tongue, measuring 2 cm in diameter, that was suggestive of a lipoma (Panel A). The tumor was surgically removed (Panel B), and histopathological examination confirmed the diagnosis of a lipoma. Healing was uneventful, and the patient showed no signs of recurrence at the end of the 24-month follow-up period. Lipoma is one of the most common benign neoplasms. In the mouth, the most frequent sites are the buccal mucosa and the tongue. Dermoid and epidermoid cysts, schwannoma, and lymphoepithelial cysts should be considered in the differential diagnosis.
